mY : A. ' 


— — 


7 — 
P PACE at HoM E 
OR, A — 11 


VINDICATION 


Of the PROCEEDINGS of the 


Honourable the Houſe of COMMONS, 
On the BILL for Preventing Danger from | 
Occaſional Conformity. 


SHEWING THE 
Reaoedlench and even Necellity of ach a Bill, 


For the better SECURITY of A 


|| | The Eltabliſhed Government, | 


For PRESERVING the 


| Public Peace b bot b in Churc h and S tate 


And for QUIETING the 


- Minds of Her Majeſty' $ oben 


— 


— 


By Sir HUMP HRET M ICKIWORTH 
| | A Member of the Honourable HOUSE of COMMONS. 


— ——, 


= 


| x The Fifth Edition. | 5 N 4 

—ͤ 7 = 

{Printed by Freeman Collias in the Old-Baily, 2 
1 170 4. * 

1 7 


1 2 
A Pr. e i 


— a 


Queen t moſt Excellent Majeſty. | 


Hin 


jon 6 I 


Tour 
Methods 


taking 


r of one 


All 
r 
gracious Promiſe, in 


Parliament) to ty 


ſame time Preſerve 


And when 


your 
ſhall be ſecure from 


5 


be diffati 


at 


of Toler ation for 
, the Other 
ther, and neither can 


y 
ge 
may 
ſhall 


hought proper 


ſetled to Pyterity, and 


well 


lous Conſciences. 


apu 
that both 


| WH 


f 


111. 


be t 


very 


know the extent of their Privileges : When 


Power oc Proyocation to promote a 


— the 45 


94 2 


1 


Dedication to the QUEEN. 


ſenters be permitted to evade the Laws, and to get into Publick Offices and 

Employments in Countics and Corporations, whereby be enabled 

—— or other to deſtroy the Church, they will — — no gro b 

of quarrel left on either fide, but muſt neceſſarily find it their mutual In- 
to live together in Peace and Unity. 

Some of the Diſſenters have publickly declar'd in their Writings, that 
the Bill againſt Occaſional Conformity doth no? Concern thoſe amongſt them 
* who ditlent from the Church upon real Principles of Conſcience : Theſe 
© are the Diflenters to whom they conceive Your Majeſty hath promiſed 
* your Indulgence ; if any State-Diflenters, or Politick- Diſſenters, are 
* crept in among? them; any that can Conform and will not; they deſire 
© to be diſtinguiſh'd from them, alledging, That all the Parliaments that 


ever were, or will be, can never ſuppreſs any thing amongſt them fo 
* Scandalous to their Reputation, and to that Candour with which they de- 


Your Majeſty's moſt Faithful Subjects, that you can ever be perſwaded to 
lefſen the great Satisfaction which Your Majefty hath already given from 
Throne to all your People, by ſhewing any extraordinary Favour to 
Men who act upon Principles no ways agreeable to the generality of 
your Subjefts, whether Churchmen or Diſſenter-: 

It is very certain, as 2 late Author hath obſerv'd, That it is very much 
beneath your Royal Dignity to be Queen of no more than of half your People; 
which may indeed be the Caſe of thoſe Princes, who think to Rule their 
Dominions by the Strength and Intereſt of Parties : But your great Wiſdom 
is ſufficiently able to diſcern, that the Members of the Eſtabliſhed Church 
can never come under the denomination of 4 Party; Your Majefly, and the 
Three Eſtates of the Realm, who are all Members of the National Church, do 
conftitute the Body Politick of this Kingdom ; and you are neither one of | 
the Three Eſtates, nor do conſtitute a Fourth, but you are the Sovereign 
Head of that Great Body ; and „ pr ge = | acts as ſuch, and 
protects their Rights, you will act as Queen of Fng/and, and reign in the 
Nearts cf all your People, who have either Honeſty or Ability to Support 


your Government. 
Private Men may deliver their Opinion, but in « Multitude of Counſellors 


there is S:fety ; and no Inſtance can be given ot any Prince in England, that 
ever Miſcarry d by the Advice of his Parliament. And your Dutiful Com- 
mons have not ſo much as attempted any thing for the Security of the 
Eſtabliſh's Government, in Church and State, but by ſuch gentle Methods 
as are confiſtent with the 4# of Toleration, are agreeable to the plain In- 
tent and Meaning of the Laws alrcady in Being, and have been found 
Succeſsful by frequent Experience; as particularly in that very Cafe of 
Henry the Third of France, quoted by the ſaid Author; who Excluding the 
Hugonots frm Publick Offices and Emplozments, Converted ſo many in three or 
four Tears, that it was then thought (if we may believe that Authority) that 
if be had contin»ed the ſame Methods, be gbr in a fhrrt time have reduc'd his 
whole Kingdom to one Religion; which, altho to be abhorred, and not credi- 
We in that Nation, where the Differences between Prateſtants and Papifſs 
are 
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| are ip Eſſentials, and where Truth was to yield to Error, may yet be more 


practicable in this, where we Proteſtants dificr only in Ceremonies and lefler 
Matters. And what a Bleſſing would ſuch a bappy Union be, to Tour Mas 
jeſty and this Nat ion? 

The ences that may be ſuppcs'd to happen upon ſuch a Bill, or 
which the Wit of Man can Imagine or invent as poſſible, will not diſcou- 
rage Your Majeſty from concurring with your Parliament in patfins ſuch 
a Law as they conceive to be Reaſonable, and even Neceſſary to preſerve 
Peace at Home, and to promote an Unanimous Teal for cariying on 41 ige- 
rous War Abroad : ſuch a Law as is agreeable to the Policy and practice of 
Foreign States, and of all your Allies, who will rather admire that fuch an 
Act was not made before, than be offended at the Wiidom of it; and in 
all probability, the ſooner ſuch a Bill ſhall paſs into a Law, the ſooner there 
will be an end of Clamours and Diflenti6ns. 

The Conſcientious - Diflenter will not be offended at it, but being ſecure 


of Liberty of Conſcience, will be contented to live peaceably, and be thank- 


ful for his Toleration; and the Members of the Church of England, being 
free from danger, and finding the advantage of gentle Methods, will treat 
the Diſſenter with Tenderneſs and Affection. The Churchmen and Diſſenters 
will indeed both take new Meaſures, not to the prejudice, but advantage 
of the Government; for inſtead of Fears and Jealoufies, there will be a 
Mutual Security, and inſtead of private Factions and Cabals, they will open- 
ly join in Defence of Your Majeſty againſt the Common Enemy. Which, 
that they may all do, and Your Majeſty may be the Glorious Inſtrument of 
Providence in Reducing France Abroad, and Faftion at Home, and may 
live to fee a perfeft Peace and Union amongſt all your Subjects, and long 
enjoy that great Bleſſing and Happineſs, is the hearty Prayer of 


MADAM, 
Tour Majeſty's moſt Dutiful, moſt Humble, 


and moſt Obedient Subject and Servant, 


Humphry Mackworth. 
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in their own Hands, when ever they have had an ity to do it. 
And thereſ we; thry cannot juſtly condemn that Prudence and Caution in others, 
which they have conſtantly recommended and prathiſed amongſt themſekes; 
and more eſpeci..l'y, when it tends to the Peace of their Country. 

But hm different het er Mens private Opinions may be on this SubjeF, it is 
bumbly conceived, tht in a C. ſe of this Nature and Imp3rtance to the Publick 
Feace, bach in Church and State, the Controver ſie ou lt now to be carried on 
with Heat ard Paſſun, but fairly debated with Rea'm and Moderation, not by 
wnkuoun Perions who may be Jeſuits or Deitis, bur by ſuch as dare onn their 
Principles, and will endeavour to reconcile our Lifferen et, and not to enſſame 
them. And ſince the Writer dues not deſire to retain an Opimon any longer than 
it can be ſupported by right Reajon, whoever ſhall argue fairly, and own bus 


Frinciples, ſhall be ſure to meet with a fawurable Reception, and (if bis Argu- 


ments deſerve it) with a ready Submiſſton to his greater Judgment ; but if any 


Perſon ſhall think fit to the the ſame Method of Anſwering this little Freatiſe, 


which is uſually talen by ſome Perſons in Anſwering others, and inſtead of 
bringing Reafms and Arguments to dijpevue what is Written, ſhall run aut into 
indecent Reſie ct ions on the Writer, be ſhall only deſire bim to apply to this Occa- 
n a ſhort Saying which was ujed on another, 


Digicit ille maledicere, & egoContemnere. 


To conclude, The following Diſcourſe ſets ſth the humble Opinion of the Writer 
en this Subject, which having ſincerely delivered according to his Fudgment, he 
way be confident that no Perſons will deny the ſame Indulgence to him, which 
they are ſo ready to grant to every other Perſon, and that therefore be (hall 
never be Perfecuted for Conſcience only; but whatſoever his Treatment may 
be Ci he is mt ſure he ſhall meet with that nage himſelf, which he is wil- 
ling ta give to others :) Theſe are his Principles, and theſe are the Motives thus 
induced bim to make them publick, Not to keep up, to reconcile our 
Differences, Not to p:cmote Parties and Factions, but Peace and Unity ; 
Not for the ſike of any private End or Intereſt whatfcever, but for the 
fake of Truth, and for the General Good of his Native Country. 


Peace 
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ty as in this Kingdom, the Wiſe Legiſlators have eſtabliſhed ſome 
Teft, or other Security, to diſable and incapacitate thoſe Perſons who Diſ- 
ſented from the National Church, from bearing Publick Offices or Imploy- 
ments in the State; as not thinking it reaſonable or ſafe that any Perſons 

ap- 


ſhould be entruſted with the Execution of the Laws, who did not heartily 


prove of, and willingly pay Obedience to them. 
For theſe Reaſons our Wiſe Predeceſſors, after long Experience of the 
many Inconveniencies which formerly to this Nation for want of 
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this be called 4 Perſecution? Is the meer Preſervation of the Eſtabliſh 
Government in Church and State to be eſteemed no leſs then Perſecution 


What great Miſt:kes then do thoſe worthy Perſons y fall i 
who are perſwaded to argue againſt fuch a Bill; for with all due ſubmiſſi- 
on to greater Judgments, What occafion was there to make anv Harangues 

mn praiſe of the Diſſenters, and of the great Benefit of the Act of Tolera- 
tion, when nothing was attempted to the Prejudice of either? What oc- 
eaſion was there to endeavour to prove, That the going to a Meeting is nos 
malum in ſe, That the Diſſenters are not Sckiſmaticks, that Occaſional Con- 
formity is not a new but an old Invention, That a great difference ought to be 
| Int between Perſons going to @ Popiſh and a Proteſtant Diſſenting Meeting, -and 
Fat leſſer Penalties bare uſually been inflifted on private Perſons for going 2 
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Incapacities of the higheſt Nature? And is one Hundred Pounds Penalty for 
the firſt Offence, and Five Pounds a day for an obſtinate and wilful perſiſt- 
ing in it, equal to Five Hundred Pounds certain, without any Relief? Is a pe- 
naſty of one Hundred and Fiſty Pounds, or even the Poſſibility of Five 
Hundred and fifty Pounds, when all but one Hundred Pounds even after 

Law, is in a Man's own Power, to be eftcemet{ Crueity and 
undue Ser erity, for an Offence of the ſame Nature with that for which Five 
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Pe miſt for an Office, and a Conſcientious 


y who think the being preſent at 4 Meeting 
to be ſo high a Crime, can hardly think that a Toleration of ſuch Meetings ought 
80 continue long, notwithſtanding the Bill ſays, that the Act of Toleration 


enght to be kept imviolable. 
what premiſſes are there 


But with due Deference to greater 
to warrant ſuch a ſevere Concluſion upon the Commons ? What prodigiaus 
ſteps muft be made to come at it? How many plain and obvious Diſtinctions 
maſt be laid afide to compaſs this Argument? Is there no difference to be 
made between 2a Wiltul and Unwilling Separation from the National 
Church? Between Occaſional Conformity for an Office, and for Private [n- 
formation? Between doing that which is, and that which is not confiſtent 
with the Publick Safety ? And, in ſhort, between an Afermative and a Ne- 
gative 2 Far does it follow, that ia caſe the Commons ſhould think it 2 
deteſtable Crime in thoſe that can and will not Conſorm, that therefore 
they mult of Neceffity entertain the ſame thoughts of thoſe that would 
Conform and cannot ? Is there no difference to be made between a Perſon 
that can, and a Perſon that cannot conform? Or between an Occaſional Con- 


Diſſenter? 
The Commons do indeed ſay, That Conforming and Non · cunfar ming are Con- 
trad'Fions nothing but a firm Perſwaſion that our Terms of Communion are 


the A of Toleration in the preamble of this Bill, how can it ſeem ſo very 
 agrecable with that Charity and Tenderneſs that is profeſs'd to Difſenters 
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ſet up an 7aquifition? Are they going to uſe Fire and Faggot to convert 
them? Or, is it really thought ſuch a terrible thing to be kept out of an Office ? 
Far be it ſrom the Commons to entertain ſo mean an Opinion of the Con- 
ſcientious Diſſenter, as to believe that ſuch a Qualification Bill as this will 
be a means to procure a haſty ſettled Submiſſion not to be depended upon? 
But they may indeed very reafonably hope, that it may be a Means to ob- 
rain a more gradual and ſafer Advantage over thoſe that Diſſent from the 
National Church ; for Intereſt is a prevailing thing, and does often diſpoſe 
Men by degrees to a more favourable Enquiry into the Truth, which is the 
great thing the Church ſcems to want for the Converſion of Diſſenters; and 
A hey ond fit to come over to the Church, for the ſake of 
their Principles, and not of their Profit, they will certainly be received 
with all the Tenderneſs, Joy, and Affection that can A A But in the 
mean time, till this gradual and happy Union can be procur'd, there is one 
Difference more, that ſcems yet to remain between ſome that argue for 
and againſt this Bill, That the former are of Opinion, that the way to pre- 
ſerve the Church, is to keep the Power in the Hands of thrſt who are true Mem- 
bers of it, and the latter think it is #2 leave the Power, (or at leaſt a good 
ſhare of it) in the Hands of their Aduerſurie s. " 

As to the AR of Toleration, all Parties are 
of it, only ſome are of Opinion, the faid Law ought to be obſerved with- 
out enforcing the Corporation and Teſt At; and others are of Opinion, not 
only to the former, but enforce the latter a. And thus it's 
plain the Commons hope to have all the good Effects of the A# of Tolerati- 
on, and yet to have the Security intended by the Corperation and Tet act: 
t:0, they are not willing to ſacrifice one in | to the other, but 
believe that both will do beſt for the Publick . 

By this means, Occafional Conformiſts will indeed be excluded from the 
Government, but private Perſons will be ſtill at li to uſe their Diſcre- 
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| on which alone the Engliſh Monarchy is bui 
: And the Diſſenters themſelves, by remov1 
thoſe Fears and Jealouſies, which have ever been the 
ſecution. 


And as on one fide, ſuch a Bill will be prcjudicial to 
Intereſt under publick Pretences, ſo on the 


able to Amend their oon Bill, as 
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